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MOUNT PISGAH CHURCH HISTORY 

1891-2010 

It was through the vision of nine citizens or more who met in the home of Mrs. R. J. Person in the fall of 1891 to begin Mt. Pisgah’s 
history.  Attending the first meeting were: Mrs. R.J. Person, Mr. and Mrs. W. S. Armstrong, Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln Hawkins, Mr. 
Carter Burwell, Mr. and Mrs. Vainwaight, and Mrs. Charlotte Bunn.  The chief promoter at this time was Rev. George Carson. 

The first worship services were conducted in the Academy of Music which later became The Rocky Mount Municipal Building on 
N.E. Main Street.  After its closing, services were conducted in a wholesale warehouse owned and operated by George S. Edwards 
and Company, at the intersection of Marigold and S.E. Main Streets.  The parochial school was opened in the fall of 1891 in the old 
Battle Store, where the Thomas and Howard Wholesale Company was located on South Washington Street. 

In the fall of 1891, Mr. J.J. Logan of Pittsburg, Pennsylvania donated land on which the church now stands.  Mr. I. D. Hargett, teacher 
of the parochial school, was instrumental in getting a schoolhouse built on this property which served as the place of worship.  Shortly 
thereafter, a severe storm damaged the school building beyond repair.  Under the leadership of Rev. C.E. Tucker, the church was built 
through the efforts of L.L. Battle, J.W. Parker, Sr. and Attorney L. Bassett. 

Under the Old Cape Fear Presbytery the following ministers served Mount Pisgah: 

George Carson -1892-1893, Clarence Dillard -1893-1894, L.W.Melton- 1894-1899, J.J. Wilson -1900-1901, Eugene Mitchell -
1902-1903, Charles T. Tucker -1903-1904, George Dillard -1904-1908, J. Burston Harper- 1908-1911, Simm Peter Smith -
1911-1913, Alfred G. Davis -1913-1920, A.E. Cephas- 1920-1926, W. D. Burges -1932-1936, D.C. Blue- 1932-1936, H.E. 
Williams -1936. 1940, F.F. Bryan- 1940-1942                       

It is not known when Mount Pisgah was assigned to the Cape Fear Presbytery or when it became PC USA. The property was 
officially transferred to the Board of Trustees with a mortgage of $150 and the first Mt. Pisgah Church was begun.  The building was 
later demolished and the new sanctuary and education building was erected in 1962. 

The first pastor to be called by the local church was Rev. James Barnett in 1943.  During his pastorate, the church built its manse on 
property adjacent to the church.  The Rev. James. H. Costen become the second called pastor of the church in the fall of 1955.  Under 
his leadership the present church was built. 

On October 3, 1965, the Rev. Albert Hockaday was officially installed as the church’s third full time pastor.  He implemented the 
Officer Rotation System at Mount Pisgah, and published our first newsletter.  Rev. Lloyd B. Morris become the fourth pastor on June 
1, 1969, and under his leadership Mt. Pisgah developed and operated a Day Care Center. 

On Sunday, October 12, 1980, the Rev. Edward Richardson was installed as the fifth pastor of Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church.  
During the period between Rev. Morris and Rev. Richardson, the Rev. St. Paul Epps, a former administrator with the National Self 
Development of People Fund of the Presbyterian Church (USA) served as the church’s interim pastor. 

Rev. Eddie Deas, III the sixth called pastor came in August 1984, and was duly installed as pastor on November 11, 1984.  Through 
his leadership the Mt.Pisgah Day Care Center was incorporated and renamed the Mt.Pisgah Childcare Center, Inc.  He wrote the grant 
proposal for start-up money for the Rocky Mount-Edgecombe Community Development Corporation in the amount of $25,000.00. 

 Rev. Alvin O. Mills, the seventh called pastor and moderator came on September 1, 1996, and was installed September 22, 1996.  
Under his leadership, weekly Noon Day Prayer and Bible Study began and a Summer Enrichment Program was initiated in June 1998.  
He conducted classes for officers of the church and others interested in the Book of Order.  Rev. Sharon J. Mann followed Reverend 
Mills serving briefly as Interim Pastor. 

Reverend Raymond L. Privott was elected interim Pastor in 2005 and presently serves as our Stated Supply Pastor.  
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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
Attention - Ministers  This handbook is being sent to each Minister and to  
and Clerks of Session each church at the church’s address. Please make copies for your commissioners 

and be sure that your commissioner(s) receive their 
    handbook and bring it with them to the Presbytery meeting.  The  
    number of additional handbooks is limited. 
 
Cell Phones/Pagers: With respect to others attending the meeting all cell phones and pagers are to be 

turned off or set to vibrate.  All ringers are to be turned off. 
 
Pre-Registration: Pre-registration can be done on line at the presbytery website: nhpresbytery.org.  

Please sign on to the website and complete your registration no later than 
July 16, 2010. You may also register by phone or fax at 252-443-5229. If you 
cannot attend, please request your excuse in the same manner.   

 
    You will find a one-page summary of the Parliamentary Procedures of the   
   Presbyterian Church (USA) as the last page of this Docket Book.  Motion    
  forms will be at the Stated Clerks’ table if you need to use one. 
 
    We welcome your input and suggestions regarding the meeting of the   
   Presbytery.  Please complete the evaluation form found in your materials.     
  Once completed, please drop in the box at the back of the church.  I hope  
    that the Presbytery meeting will be a positive experience for you  
    and that you feel the Holy Spirit moving among us as we make decisions   
   that will impact our lives as Presbyterians. 
 
Registration    Upon arrival at the Presbytery Meeting, go directly to the registration area.  
   Separate registration areas are designated for Ministers, Elder     
  Commissioners, and non-voting members/visitors. Each representative is    
 asked to bring canned goods for collection for the Food Bank of     
 Central and Eastern NC. 
 
    
Meal Tickets A noon meal will be provided. The cost will be $6.00.  Meal tickets will be 

available during registration. A separate table is provided for purchasing your 
meal ticket at the registration area.  

     
 
Child Care Please call the Presbytery Office at (252) 443-7090 no later than July 16, 2010 if 

you need child care. You may also indicate child care needs on your online 
registration form.  Please prepare a lunch for your child. 

 
Non-Attendance  Minister members are expected to present a reason for absence from the   
   meeting, early departure, or late arrival (Manual of Operation -209).  Such   
   requests should be sent to the Stated Clerk.  Churches unable to be     
  represented should submit a request to be excused to the Stated Clerk.     
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 Commissioners are responsible to their electing Session for       
 their attendance. 
 
Next Stated    
Meetings:   October 16, 2010 – Saint Andrews Presbyterian Church, Raleigh 
    February 19, 2011 – First Presbyterian Church, Wilson 
    July 19, 2011 – Triangle Presbyterian Church, Durham 
    October 15, 2011 – First Presbyterian Church, Washington 
 
Hotel Accommodations: Comfort Inn 252-937-7765 
    200 Gateway Blvd., Rocky Mount     
    Rate: $84.99 plus tax 
 
    County Inn Suites  252-442-0500 
    672 English Road, Rocky Mount  
    Rate: $89.00 plus tax/Sr. Rate $80.10 – full breakfast included 
 
    Hampton Inn  252-937-6333 
    530 N. Winstead Avenue, Rocky Mount  
    Rate: $75.00 plus tax  

   To get this rate when making reservation, need to advise you are with the   
  Presbytery of New Hope Group  
 

    Candlewood Suites 252-467-2550 
    688 English Road, Rocky Mount  
    Rate: 1 queen studio - $75.00/2 queen  $90.00   
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PROPOSED DOCKET 
EIGHTIETH STATED MEETING 

THE PRESBYTERY OF NEW HOPE 
FIRSTPRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

ROCKY MOUNT, NC 
JULY 20, 2010 

 
8:00 AM REGISTRATION AND FELLOWSHIP    Entranceway    
 Non-Perishable food collection 
   Displays            
    
8:15-8:45 AM ORIENTATION OF FIRST TIME COMMISSIONERS   Session Room           
9:00 AM CALL TO ORDER                    Reverend Jim Hodge, Moderator 
  Declaration of Quorum 
  Adoption of Docket 
  Welcome by Hosts                       Reverend Peter Bynum 
  Welcome to Elders Attending Presbytery for First Time  
    
9:30 AM REPORT OF STATED CLERK/COMMUNICATIONS   

                  Elder Barbara Campbell Davis  
OMNIBUS MOTION 
Reports of Administrative Commissions: 
 

  Appointment of Standing Committee 
  - Resolutions 

 
  Board of Pensions Update                        Rev. Helen Locklear, Regional Representative 

 
REPORT OF NOMINATIONS     Elder Ellen Hall, Moderator 
 Report of Committee on Representation                      Rev. Thomas Wilson, Moderator 
 

10:00 AM REPORT OF COUNCIL                      Reverend Ed McLeod, Moderator 
 
  Herbert Nelson – Director PCUSA Washington Office for Public Witness 
 
 
10:30 AM ORDER OF THE DAY - WORSHIP   
   Offering to: United Community Ministries 
    Commissioning:    Rev. Joella Holman/Regional Liaison to Caribbean Region 
    
11:30AM CONGREGATIONAL MINISTRIES                    Elder Ann Cobb, Moderator  
   Growing Together Skit 

Older Adult Presentations          Joanne McMenamin, Moderator   
12:30  PM LUNCH 
    
1:30 PM ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 - New Presbyterian Hymnal   Karl Zinsmeister, Director of Music 
        White Memorial, Raleigh  
 - Mission Service to Caribbean Region             Rev. Jo Ella Holman 
 - Camp Albemarle update               Rev. Tom Hussman, Director 
     

1:45 PM COMMITTEE ON PREPARATION FOR MINISTRY      Rev. Betty Berghaus, Moderator 
   Candidate Reception 
 
2:10 PM REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTRY         Rev. Anna Pinckney Straight, Moderator  
    - Examinations Committee     Rev. Gary Fulton 
    -  Lay Pastor Recognition                 Rev. Lisa Hebacker, Moderator
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2:50 PM REPORTS FROM 219TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
   Report from Jim Hodge, Moderator   Reports of Commissioners 
3:30 PM DIVISION REPORTS 
  OUTREACH  MINISTRIES                       Reverend Linda Parker, Moderator   
  LEADERSHIP DIVISION               Rev, Jim Ferry, Moderator 
     
  UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
  REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEE 
  - Resolutions 
   
  REPORT OF CLERK – ATTENDANCE   Reverend Juli Gicker-Anderson 
 
  CLOSING PRAYER 
   DISMISSAL TO REPORT TO SESSIONS 
 
4:00 PM ADJOURN 
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ITEMS FOR OMNIBUS MOTIONS 

 
July 20, 2010 

 
The Presbytery will vote in a single action on everything in the Omnibus Motion (All items contained within 
blocks) which is included in this section and any supplement distributed or referred to for the July 20, 2010 
Stated Meeting.  However, any member of Presbytery may request to have any item lifted from the Omnibus 
Motion for explanation, debate or a separate vote. 
 
 
The following communications will be voted on with this Omnibus Motion: 
 

• Report of Stated Clerk            Section I, Page      7 
    

• Report of Nominations     Section II, Page   27 
 

• Report of Council     Section III, Page  29 
             
• Report of Committee on Ministry   Section V, Page   35 
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PPPAAAGGGEEE   IIINNNTTTEEENNNTTTIIIOOONNNAAALLLLLLYYY   LLLEEEFFFTTT   BBBLLLAAANNNKKK   
 
 
 
 
 
 

       



 

Section I  page 7 

REPORTS 
Eightieth Stated Meeting 

New Hope Presbytery 
July 20, 2010 

 
REPORT OF STATED CLERK         Elder Barbara Campbell Davis 

 
Recommend that the following be received and become a part of the permanent record of this Eightieth stated 
meeting. 
 
I. INFORMATION: 
1. Received the minutes of the commission to commission Travis Boyd as Commissioned Lay Pastor for 

Wanoca Presbyterian Church, Washington, on February 28, 2010. 
2. Received the minutes of the commission to install Christopher Kirwan as Pastor of Williamston 

Presbyterian Church on March 7, 2010. 
3. Received the minutes of the commission to install Helder Kinam Suh as Designated Pastor of N C Korean 

Presbyterian Church, Durham on April 11, 2010. 
4. Received the Resolution from Mt. Pisgah Presbyterian Church for the life of Elder Robert Hines. 

(attachment 1) 
5. Received the ruling from the Permanent Judicial Commission of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 

Church (U.S.A.): Frederick Nash Westbrook, III Appellant (Complainant) v. Presbytery of New Hope, 
Appellee (Respondent).  

 
II:   REPORTS OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSIONS: 

1. Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church, Franklinton (attachment 2) 
2. Plymouth Presbyterian Church (attachment 3) 
3. New Hope, Willow Springs (attachment 4) 
4. Clayton New Church Development (Discovery Church) (attachment 5) 

 
III:  RECOMMENDATION: 

1. Receive the report of the Committee on Representation (attachment 6) 
2. Receive the report of the Sessional Records Committee (attachment 7) 
3. That a Commission be approved for the ordination of Katelyn Hande Gordon on June, 13, 2010 at 

Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian. Members of Commission:  Ministers: Bob Dunham, Kerri Hefner, 
Byron Wade and Jody Welker.  Elder: Kathy Wells and guest elder Betty Anderson.  

4. That a Commission be approved for the Ordination of James McKinnon, III on August 8, 2010 at 
Snow Hill Presbyterian Church.  Members of Commission:  Ministers:  John McKinnon, Christopher 
Edmondston, Jim McKinnon and Elders: Jack Simonds, Larry Pate, Elizabeth McNair, Ben Rayford 
and Barbara Campbell Davis. Guest Minister Edna Banes will sit with the commission.    

5. That a Commission be approved for the Ordination and Installation of Charles “Russ” Ferguson as 
Navy Chaplain, on behalf of the Presbytery of the Pacific, at St. Giles Presbyterian Church, at 10 
AM on August 22, 2010.  Members of Commission: Ministers: Jim Hodge, Cherrie Henry and 
Elders: Charlene Brown. Guest Minister: Ed Brogan, Presbyterian Council on Chaplains and 
Military Personnel and The Rev. Dr. Charles Campbell, Duke Divinity School will sit with the 
Commission. 

6. That with the acceptance of the final report of the Administrative Commission for the Mt. Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church, Franklinton that the commission be dissolved. 

7. That with the acceptance of the final report of the Administrative Commission for the Plymouth 
Presbyterian Church that the commission be dissolved. 
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IV:  PRAYER CONCERNS:Bob Gates (Elder, White Memorial, Raleigh) who is recovering at home following 
surgery. 

1. Rev. Joseph Hester (Pastor, Smithfield First) who is fighting an infection in his knee, following surgery. 
2. Ann Stephenson (Lay Pastor) who is recovering from knee surgery and an emergency surgery. 
3. James Williamson (Elder, St. Paul) who was in ICU at Duke Hospital. 
4. Eva Clayton (Elder, Cotton Memorial) who is recovering from a broken elbow. 
5. Rev. Christopher Edmonston (Pastor, Howard Memorial) whose Mother-in-Law was in the hospital 
6. Brian Miles (MAL) who is receiving treatments for anti-rejection. 
7. Margaret Boyd (Oakland) who is recovering from a stroke. 
8. Herbert Dail (Retired Lay Pastor) who was in Pitt Memorial Community Hospital and his wife, Patricia, 

who is recovering from a broken leg. 
9. Rev. Henry Gregory (HR) whose wife, Bobbi, is recovering from surgery. 
10. Joyce Bauer (Elder, Hudson Memorial) who is recovering from knee replacement surgery. 
11. Rachel Clark (Inquirer, Triangle) whose newborn son Calvin was being treated at Duke Hospital. 
12. Rev. Linda Parker (Campus Minister) who is recovering from a broken arm. 

 
V.  CONGRATULATIONS; 

1. To all Older Adults being honored today. 
2. To all graduates being recognized today. 
3. To Ebenezer Presbyterian Church, New Bern on their 130 anniversary.  Celebration on July 14 & 25. 
4. Rachel Clark (Inquirer, Triangle) and husband, Casey, on the birth of their son, Calvin Amadeus Clark, 

May 20. 
5. Rebecca Hutto (Aop, Mt. Bethel) and husband, BJ, on the birth of their daughter, Hannah Ruth, June 12. 

 
VI:   CONDOLENCES TO: 

1. The family of Harold McConnell (HR) who died December 14, 2009. 
2. David Wyly (HR) whose father-in-law, Bill Hayes, died February 19. 
3. The family of Betty Jordan (Elder, Raleigh 1st) who died February 25. 
4. The family of Joseph “McRae” Price (Elder, Englewood) who died February 24. 
5. Mike Konvicka (Elder, Northgate) whose wife, Lisa, died March 2. 
6. The family of Bob Pace (Elder, White Memorial, Raleigh) who died on March 8. 
7. The family of Herbert Andrew Blake, Sr. (Elder, Washington 1st) who died March 10. 
8. Lori Hines Jones (Elder, Calvary Wilson) whose Mother, Anna J. Hines, died March 12. 
9. The family of John “Gil” McCullen (Elder, University) who died on March 12. 
10. The family of Raby Moore (HR) who died on March 18. 
11. The family of Bill Brantley (Elder, Stanley White) who died on March 19. 
12. James McChesney (HR) on the death of his wife, Carolyn, on March 19. 
13. The family of Joseph O’Brien (Elder, St. Andrews, Henderson) who died on March 30. 
14. Terrell Thomas (Elder, Covenant, Wendell) on the death of his grandfather, April 1. 
15. The family of Tom Pettus Harris (Elder, Rocky Mount 1st) who died on April 7. 
16. The family of William Breedlove (Elder, White Memorial, Raleigh) who died on April 14. 
17. Barbara Ferguson (Elder, Ahoskie 1st) whose husband, William Don Ferguson, died on April 15. 
18. Rev. Katherine Kussmaul (AoP, Cary) whose brother-in-law, Win Redding died April 23. 
19. Rev. Richard Batzler (HR, living within our bounds) whose wife, Evelyn Margaret Batzler, died on 

April 28.
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20. Richard Rice (Pastor, Ahoskie1st) whose brother-in-law died May 2. 
21. The family of Lantham Latta (Elder Hillsborough) who died May 3. 
22. Fred Thrower (Pastor, Cornerstone) whose brother-in-law was killed on May 3 in a fatal car accident. 
23. Kyle Allen (Pastor, Cary) whose mother, Shirley Webster Allen, died May 5. 
24. Cliff Younger (Elder, Hillsborough) whose mother, Vivian Younger, died May 6. 
25. Charles Williams (Elder, Eno) whose wife, Lil died on May 17 
26. Bill Hawkins (Pastor, New Bern First) whose mother, Jane H. Hawkins, died on May 20. 
27. The family of David Taylor (Minister PCUSA) who died on May 23. 
28. Heidi Cleveland (MAL) whose Mother, Donna Lucas, died on May 26. 
29. The family of Bronson Matney (HR) who died on May 26. 
30. Rev. Samuel Son (Aop, DuRaleigh) and wife, Suyun Son, whose father, JaeHo Shim died on May 28. 
31. Rev. Connie Button (Pastor, West Haven) on the death of her father, Thomas, June 10. 
32. The family of Hartwell Fuller (Elder, Pinetops) who died June 11. 
33. The family of Robert Hines (Elder, Mt. Pisgah) who died on June 12. 
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12 

   
   

PPPAAAGGGEEE   IIINNNTTTEEENNNTTTIIIOOONNNAAALLLLLLYYY   LLLEEEFFFTTT   BBBLLLAAANNNKKK   
 

 



 

13 

REPORT OF THE Administrative Commission for Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church, 
Franklinton, NC. 
 
At the October meeting of New Hope Presbytery an Administrative Commission was appointed 
to close Mr. Pleasant Presbyterian Church in Franklinton, N.C.  The members had closed the 
doors in March of 2009. There had been no services in the building since March. The 
Administrative Commission was The Rev. Rick Brand, The Rev. Linda Parker, The Rev. Tom 
Carlson, Elder Frances Turner, Elder Peggy Kearney, The Elder Dannie Dunston (former Clerk 
of the Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church ) and Elder Nathlyn Ohree. Presbytery Staff: Barbara 
Campbell Davis and Jerrod Lowery. 
 
The Commission held its first meeting on November 22 at the St. Paul Presbyterian Church in 
Louisburg, NC.  At that meeting The Rev. Rick Brand was elected Chair and the Rev. Linda 
Parker was elected Secretary.  The Commission sorted through the various issues of Membership 
Roll, Bank Statements, Building Conditions, and Legal matters.  Assignments were made to 
provide information on a number of issues. An inventory of the building and content was 
scheduled. 
 
At the December 13th meeting of the Commission the following motions were made and 
approved: 

1.  The Presbytery of New Hope, by the action of the Administrative Commission, dissolves 
and closes the Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church, Franklinton, NC, effective December 27, 
2009. 

 
2. The Presbytery of New Hope, by the action of the Administrative Commission, 

authorizes the Stated Clerk of New Hope to receive the Session Records, All minutes of 
The Session available, all minutes of the Board of Deacons, if available, and all financial 
records, to be wind up the affairs of the Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church. 

 
3. The Presbytery of New Hope, by the action of the Administrative Commission, 

authorizes the Stated Clerk to grant letters of dismissal to any members who are still on 
the rolls. 

 
4. The Administrative of New Hope Presbytery, appointed at the July 2009 meeting, is now 

authorized to take possession of all real and personal property as reported in the 
Inventory, attached to this motion, and arrange for transfers of title to the Presbytery of 
all accounts and real property known to be in the possession of Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian 
Church. 

 
5. The Administrative Commission as of Tuesday Dec. 16, 2009 is empowered now to 

arrange for the disposition and/or storage for future use of the property of Mt. Pleasant 
Presbyterian Church property upon the approval of Presbytery Council. 

 
6. On Dec. 13, 2009 the Administrative Commission authorizes the Board of Trustees of 

New Hope Presbytery to assert claim of the presbytery to any property of the Mt. 
Pleasant 
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Presbyterian Church not known at this time or property which may come to the Mt. 
Pleasant Presbyterian Church as beneficiary of wills or trusts not known at this time.  

 
We needed to make these motions to make it official that Mt. Pleasant Presbyterian Church is 
closed before the beginning of 2010. 
 
The remaining matter of business was the disposal of the property.  This was a very bittersweet 
action as the Mt. Pleasant Presbytery Church was a very historic property. The hand written deed 
entered into the Franklin County registry of deed is from July 14, l868 and is recorded as being 
registered to the “trustees of the Mt. Pleasant Colored Presbyterian Church of Franklinton, 
County of Franklin and the State of North Caroline.” The trustees of the church paid $30.00 for 
the property. It was then under the care of Catawba Presbytery and the Presbyterian Church of 
the United States of America. 
 
Unfortunately, the small and struggling congregation that had been at the building had been 
unable to maintain the building. They had had estimates of up to $50,000 to bring the building 
back up to minimum standards. The decision was to just walk away from the building.  The 
Administrative Commission examined the property and was startled by the conditions.  There 
was no realistic way to evaluate the real value of the property.  Presbytery’s staff was adamant 
that they did not want any more vacant real estate to manage.  
 
There were two clergymen who had expressed interest in the property. Discussion with them 
produced one bid of $5,000.00 for the property as it was.  The Administrative Commission was 
not persuaded that that was enough. Further discussions with both clergymen did not produce 
further bids.    
 
On February 12th after getting approval from the Commission a counter offer was made to The 
Rev. Robert Locklear, New Birth Apostolic Church in Raleigh, N.C. that we would sell the 
property to his congregation for $7,500.00 plus he pays all legal fees and closing costs.  The 
Rev. Locklear and his congregation accepted the offer. 
 
The real estate closing happened on May 31, 2010.  
 
The Administrative Commission has completed its assignment and is delighted that the property 
will continue to be used for the good of the Kingdom of God even if by a different branch of the 
service. 
 
Respectfully submitted  
Rick Brand, Chair 
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The Report to the Presbytery of New Hope, NC 
From the Administrative Commission to Close the First Presbyterian Church of Plymouth, NC 

June 24, 2010 
 

Membership: 
Elders: Mary Lee Clark; Monna Lou Hopkins; Richard Knox; Billy Leggett; Pauline Savage; Cathy Spencer; 

Frank Winslow. 
Clergy: Robert Clark; Richard Rice; Doug Eddy (Moderator); Juli Gicker-Anderson (ex-officio) 
 

Charge: 
The Commission to Close Plymouth Presbyterian Church was created by the Presbytery to take all the steps 
necessary for the closing of the church, including determining all assets and arranging for their distribution as well 
as the assement and sale of both the church manse and the church building. We were also charged with helping the 
session in the formal actions of dissolution and the formal service for the congregation. 
 

Meetings: 
The Commission held formal meetings on October 28, 2008; November 18, 2008; January 7, 2009; and March 26, 
2010; and, the Service of Closing on January 4, 2009. Much of the Commission’s work was accomplished away 
from formal meetings, including inventories, arrangements for distribution of assets, and the necessary work of 
selling the properties. 
 

Narrative: 
 The presbytery was invited by the session of the Plymouth Presbyterian Church to act to formally close the 
church due to diminished membership and the inability of the remaining congregation to sustain the church. The 
congregation had met on July 27 and August 14, 2008 to discuss the future of the church and determined the formal 
ministry of the church was no longer viable. The session and treasurer of the church met with the Administrative 
Commission on October 28, 2008, and it was agreed that action to close should be taken. 
 At their initial meeting on October 28, 2008, the Administrative Commission reviewed what actions were 
necessary for the closing of a church in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). The commission divided up 
responsibilities and began the work of the formal congregational vote on dissolution, an inventory of all property 
and financial assets of the congregation, the appropriate distribution of such and the formal service of worship for 
the closing of the church. 
 Elder Frank Winslow, Clerk of Session, sent a letter to the Plymouth congregation on November 9, 2008 
calling a meeting of the congregation for the purpose of acting on a motion to request the Presbytery of New Hope 
close the Plymouth Presbyterian Church. On November 23, 2008, following the regular service of worship, the 
Plymouth Presbyterian Church held a congregational meeting moderated by the Rev. Juli Gicker-Anderson and 
unanimously approved the motion for closing. 
 The presbytery has received all the church records and they will be placed in the Presbyterian Church 
Archives in Philadelphia, PA. Other items of historic value were given to the presbytery for their historical records 
or to be distributed as appropriate. The session held meetings with the congregation to determine distribution of 
other church property. 
 All assets of the church were distributed, with most of the worship items going to other congregations and 
many of the other items sent either to other congregations or to members for personal safekeeping. Some of the 
recipients were: Bear Grass Presbyterian Church/Robertson Chapel received the baptismal font, banners and 
collection plates; Calvary Presbyterian Church (Swan Quarter) received the paraments and storage cabinet, candle 
sticks and snuffer, hymnals and pew bibles, educational materials and office equipment, and various other items; 
Williamston Presbyterian Church received hymnals; Barium Springs accepted the piano, bench and light; the 
Maritime Museum accepted folding chairs and tables; and Grace Chapel Church accepted the Allen organ with 
bench and light. Also each member kept a Blue Hymnal that was given in memory of a family member. 
 All existing funds were given to the presbytery to be used for any final expenses for the church, including 
expenses prior to formal closing, necessary repairs for sale and maintenance of the properties prior to sale. The 
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funds were: the checking account: $13,377.48; the savings account: $4,418.00; a joint expense account for Swan 
Quarter and Plymouth which was depleted for expenses by years end: $1,898.15. The York Pharr Scholarship Fund 
held by the Covenant Fund in the amount of $14,370.15 was, after negotiations with the Farr family, was 
transferred to the Presbyterian Foundation under the name of Presbytery of New Hope with the understanding that 
the interest (only) from that fund will be used by the New Hope Presbytery’s Presbyterian Women for scholarship 
funds. 
 There were 2 deeds presented to the presbytery, one for the church property and one for the manse lot. The 
manse was sold for $69,000.00 and the proceeds were given to the presbytery. Though there have been several 
groups interested in the church building, it has not been sold. The church structure and property is valued at 
$85,000.00. This report was being held in hopes we would have completed all matters including the sale of the 
building, but that remains an open task. Elder Billy Leggett has done the work on the property sales and the 
Commission is deeply grateful to him for his extensive efforts in those matters. 
 There were 13 members of the Plymouth Presbyterian Church at the time of its closing. They have 
transferred their membership to other congregations in an orderly fashion. 
 The closing service was held on Sunday, January 4, 2009 the congregation held their closing service 
followed by a celebration reception hosted by the church women. Following that service the Plymouth Presbyterian 
Church was officially closed. May God bless the work and ministry of that church through the years and may the 
faithful members be forever blessed with rich and wonderful memories of that congregation. The Presbytery of 
New Hope is grateful to all who worshipped and served God through the Plymouth Church. 
 

Request for Dissolution of the Administrative Commission 
 
The Administrative Commission has worked to faithfully achieve the charge from the Presbytery of New Hope. We 
hope we demonstrated sensitivity to the members of Plymouth as they grieved the loss of their church and 
celebrated the ministry it had performed. We now respectfully request the New Hope Presbytery to dissolve our 
commission with thanks as a sign of having completed our mission. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
The Rev. Dr. G. Douglas Eddy, Moderator 
The Administrative Commission to Close the Plymouth Presbyterian Church 
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ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION FOR  

NEW HOPE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WILLOW SPRING 
REPORT TO NEW HOPE PRESBYTERY 

JULY 20, 2010 
 

COMMISSION MEMBERS  
 
              MINISTERS                                                      ELDERS 
Kyle Allen,                                                                 Rudy Baker,                                          
Cary Presbyterian Church                                          Oakland Presbyterian Church 
Mary Banner,                                                             Brown Gardner, 
Minister at Large                                                        Mt. Bethel Presbyterian Church 
Chad Neal,                                                                 William Pittman, 
Fuquay Varina Presbyterian Church                          First Presbyterian Church, Garner 
Samuel Stone,                                                            Jane Davis Rourk, (Moderator) 
Minister at Large                                                        First Presbyterian Church, Durham 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The Administrative Commission for New Hope Presbyterian Church, Willow Spring was 
established by New Hope Presbytery at a called meeting on May 8, 2008. Since then the 
Administrative Commission has met regularly with the Session and congregation and the 
officials of the bank holding the 1.8 million dollar mortgage to resolve the leadership and 
financial problems preventing the growth and development of New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Willow Spring. The Rev. Dr. Roger Horne has served as part time interim for the church since 
November 1, 2009 and is doing an outstanding job. 
 
ACTIVITIES  
 
The following things have occurred since the February 2010 report of the Administrative 
Commissions to New Hope Presbytery. 

• Approximately 30 visitors are attending worship each month. 
• Dr. Horne is contacting visitors and encouraging them to join. 
• Nine youth participated in a communicant’s class taught by Dr. Horne and joined at 

Easter. 
• Several baptisms have been performed including one infant. 
• There are Sunday School classes for all ages and well attended. 
• Weekly attendance and offerings have increased. 
• Session is working together in a unified manner to handle matters of the church. 
• The Budget and Finance Committee is doing an excellent job overseeing expenses 

and recommended to the Session procedures for handling expenses not budgeted. It 
was approved. The committee continues to explore ways to reduce expenses.
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• All outstanding expenses are paid and the mortgage payment is current. The church 
has $45,000 in the bank and will use as needed to pay monthly bills and mortgage 
during the summer when attendance and giving traditionally are lower. One year ago 
the church had no money in the bank and had outstanding bills and mortgage 
payments. 

•  Summer activities include Vacation Bible School, youth mission trip to Knoxville, 
Tennessee, a church food pantry collection, and blood drive. 

• A congregational meeting has been called for July 15 to elect members at large to the 
Officer Nominating Committee. 

 
The Administrative Commission requested permission from COM to begin a search for an 
interim pastor to follow Dr. Horne when his contract ends. This was granted and a Vacancy 
Counselor was appointed to work with the Session and the Administrative Commission during 
the search process. 
 
Even though serious financial problems continue to exist for New Hope Presbyterian Church, 
Willow Spring, a great deal of progress has been made in the life of the church over the past two 
years. The Administrative Commission and the Session are grateful for the on going support of 
the Presbytery and remain optimistic that the church will continue to grow and become a strong 
witness to the grace and love of God in this area of North Carolina. 
 
 
Jane Davis Rourk 
Moderator 
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Report of the Administrative Commission for Discovery Church, NCD Clayton 
 
The Commission has not met. It is awaiting the election of new members. The Commission is 
working with the Church Development and Evangelism Committee to charter Discovery Church 
in the fall of 2010. 
 
The following report was received from Monte Johnston, pastor of Discovery Church. 
 
There is much to report about Discovery Church. 
 
Notable Programs – 
In the last year we have added 10 new families who are active in the life of the congregation.  
This past Spring a youth group was added as a complement to our active children’s programs. 
We packaged 10,000 meals with Stop Hunger Now.  In order to raise money for this project, we 
sold BBQ chicken dinners in the community.  We have sponsored two Red Cross drives in our 
building..  We continue to host a Spanish speaking church.  We also host a Community Bible 
Study that several of our folks have been instrumental in starting.  This summer, we are offering 
a marriage enrichment course for a second time. 
 
Looking Ahead 
We anticipate having 80 -90 kids at our VBS, just as we did last summer.  We are in the planning 
stages of having a designated room for children with Autism Spectrum Disorder, so that their 
parents can attend worship without worry. 
 
Chartering 
The most notable thing to report is that we are making the transition from a fellowship to an 
official congregation of the Presbytery of New Hope.  We have submitted a petition to the 
presbytery, looking to November of this year.  Half of the current members of the local 
leadership team previously have been ordained as elders in the PC(USA).  Monte Johnston, the 
pastor, has been doing elder training in preparation for chartering.  We are planning new 
members’ classes for the fall and a great celebration. You will be hearing more about this inn the 
months to come. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Steve Aschmann, Chairperson
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Sessional Records Report 
July 20, 2010 

Susan Alexander, Moderator 
 

Sessional records have been reviewed and approved for 2009 (unless otherwise noted) for the 
following churches: 
Bear Grass, Williamston – without exception 
Bethany, Wilson – without exception 
Bethlehem, Mebane – without exception 
Bethlehem, Rocky Mount – without exception 
Blacknall Memorial, Durham – without exception  
Brookston, Henderson – without exception 
Butner – without exception 
Calvary, Swan Quarter – without exception (2007; 2008; 2009) 
Calvary, Wilson – without exception 
Cann Memorial, Elizabeth City – without exception 
Cary – without exception 
Church of Reconciliation, Chapel Hill – without exception 
Cobb Memorial, Tarboro – without exception 
Cornerstone, Cary – without exception 
Cotton Memorial, Henderson – without exception 
Covenant, Durham – without exception 
Covenant, Wilson – without exception 
Ebenezer, New Bern – without exception (2008 & 2009) 
Englewood, Rocky Mount – without exception 
Eno, Cedar Grove – without exception 
Faith, Goldsboro – without exception 
Falkland – without exception 
Farmville – without exception 
First, Durham – without exception 
First, Edenton – without exception 
Frank Price, Black Creek – without exception 
First, Goldsboro – with minor exceptions 
Grace Chapel, Pinetops – without exception 
First, Greenville – without exception 
Hebron, Oxford – without exception 
Hillsborough – without exception (2008 & 2009) 
Hollywood, Greenville – without exception 
Howard Memorial, Tarboro – without exception 
Hudson Memorial, Raleigh – without exception 
First, Kinston – without exception 
Kirk of Kildaire, Cary – without exception 
Little River, Hurdle Mills – without exception   
Littleton – with minor exception 
Macclesfield – without exception (2008 & 2009) 
Morton Memorial, Rocky Mount – without exception 
Mt. Bethel, Durham – without exception 
Mt. Pisgah, Rocky Mount – without exception 
Mt. Pleasant, Willow Springs – without exception





 

Section II page 27 

REPORT OF NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE  Elder Ellen Hall, Moderator 
 
The following persons are nominated to serve on the committees for the terms as noted: 
 
Committee on Ministry: 
Class of 2012:  Patricia O’Neal; Candace Worth 
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Section III page 29 

REPORT OF COUNCIL    Reverend Ed McLeod, Moderator 
 
The Council approved the following: 

1. Request from the Session of Timothy Darling Presbyterian Church, Oxford to secure a 
loan from PILP in the amount of $20,000 to renovate the manse and complete other 
maintenance. 

2. Request from the Session of the Howard Memorial Presbyterian Church, Tarboro, to 
acquire the Old Town Cemetery.  An Old Town Cemetery Corporation will be formed 
through Howard Memorial to handle all responsibilities of the maintenance, etc. 

3. Appointed Rev. Christopher Edmonston to serve on the Board of Trustees for Camp 
Albemarle as Council Liaison. 

4. A Communication be sent to each church regarding Sexual Misconduct Prevention 
Training and insurance coverage for the same. 

5. Communication to all churches regarding incorporation and the incorporation of 
cemetery properties. 

6. Request from Session of West Raleigh Presbyterian Church to sell property at 2508 
Vanderbilt Avenue and lot at 2506 Vanderbilt Avenue. Approximate sale value is set at 
$415,000. 

7. Request from the Session of Davie Street Presbyterian Church, Raleigh, to purchase one 
–half undivided interest in properties located at 415 S. Person Street and 310 E. Davie 
Street for a total of $109,000. 

 
Recommendations: 

1. An Administrative Commission be appointed to assist the Benson Presbyterian Church 
with closing.  Members of Commission:  Ministers: Steve Wicks, Joseph Hester, Carole 
McCartney and Elders: Ann Huckenbeck, Becky Peele, Glenda Flemmer.  

 
 
 
 
 


